
 

Annual General Meeting 

Held on Wednesday November 11th, 2015 
 

By teleconference 
10.00am Qld Time 

MINUTES 

Attendees: 

Board Members:  Lloyd Neilsen (Chair), Peter Brodie, Shane Causley, Geoff McLeod, Elton 
Petersen, Maryann Salvetti, Paul Smith, Arthur Dempster 

Others: Joe Kochman (Soy Aust); Nick Goddard (AOF);  

1. Welcome and Apologies. 

Lloyd Neilsen, Chair, opened the meeting at 10.10am and welcomed all to the seventh 
AGM of Soy Australia.  

Apologies were tabled from: Natalie Moore (NSW DPI); Lyn McIntrye (CSIRO) 

The meeting was also reminded of obligations as outlined the ACCC Guidelines attached to the 
agenda. 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM: 

The minutes of the AGM held on October 10, 2014 were tabled. 

Moved: L. Neilsen; Seconded: P. Brodie “that the minutes of the AGM of October 31, 2014  
be adopted.” 

CARRIED 

Matters Arising: Nil. 

3. Adoption of Audited Accounts for 2013/14 

M. Salvetti, Treasurer, tabled the audited financial accounts for year ending 30 June 2015.  

Moved: M. Salvetti; Seconded: L.Nielsen “that the financial accounts for year ending 30 
June 2014 be adopted.” 

 CARRIED 
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4. Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman outlined the seasonal summary for the 2014/15, season highlighting in particular the 

continuing dry in areas of Qld & north western NSW, while there were some good rain NQ and 

Northern Rivers NSW. The availability and price of water in southern NSW/northern Vic was 

identified as key cause for the relatively smaller planting in this area this season, however it was 

noted that overall, there was good demand from local processors resulting in good local prices. 

 

In relation to Soy Australia activities, the completing of the review of EPR was noted as being 

significant, demonstrating Soy Australia’s industry leadership in undertaking this review and tabling 

the results to the Management Committee.  The results of the Review were also presented to 

growers at the NCOGA meeting in Casino in October. 

 

The Chair also noted the production of fact sheets completed under the Soy Australia banner, and 

being hosted on the Soy Australia website, being factsheets on: 

 Charcoal rot of soybean. 

 Diaporthe disease complex (stem canker) of soybeans. 

 Mildew diseases of soybean. 

 Phytophthora root and stem rot of soybeans. 

 Sclerotinia rot of soybean. 

 Soybean Marketing Guide for Growers 2015 

 

The Leadership of Soy Australia was further highlighted by the undertaking by Soy Australia to 

ensure the genetic integrity of public lines through accessing gene bank seeds of AS6785 and 

Leichhardt and producing pure seed for multiplication from these seeds. It was noted that attempts 

will be made to access ‘pure’ seed of other public varieties. 

 

The Chair highlighted that the issue of sustainability and the relevance of Soy Australia to the 

Soybean industry will be ongoing issues for the Soy Australia Board leading into 2016. Modest seed 

sales and low returns as result of the new EPR structure have meant there has been no 

improvement in our ability to be self-sustaining. Whilst there has been a timing issue with levy 

returns and an amount of industry support our inability to capture enough of the seed market with 

Soy Australia varieties is not improving the long term financial position. These are issues the Board 

are mindful of and continue to work at rectify. It is generally felt that development and release of 

the SU tolerant varieties will be a game changer for the industry in terms of its value, especially to 

coastal growers, and their likely ability to capture a larger part of the seed market. While the SU 

varieties hold promise the time to release is an issue that Soy Australia has not been able to 

influence.  

The Chair recognised the role of Dr Joe Kochman in his ongoing support for the industry. Joe’s 

industry experience and technical expertise have been a great asset to Soy Australia. The Chair 

personally thanked Joe for his support of the Chairman’s role and for the Board. 
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The role of Nick Goddard was also recognised in providing administrative support to the Board of 

the course of the year.  

 
The Chairman concluded by specifically recognising the contribution of his fellow directors, who 
serve on the Board of Soy Australia in a voluntary capacity, and do so for the purpose of builing a 
more resilient soybean industry. 
 

5. Resolution to appoint Auditors for 2015/16.  

The Treasurer put the motion to the meeting that “Bruce Edmonds and Associates be 
appointed as the Auditors for 2015/16”. 

Moved: L. Nielsen; Seconded: M. Salvetti “that Bruce Edmonds and Associates be 
appointed as the Auditors for 2015/16” 

 CARRIED 
 

6. Account Signatories: 

The Board re-affirmed the current payment authorisers, being N. Goddard and M. Salvetti, 
continue for the year ahead. 

It was also agreed that M. Salvetti will be provided access to the Westpac on-line facility to 
enable on-line authorisation of payments.  

 

Meeting Closed at 10.43 pm 

-------------------------------------------------- 

  


