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its proposed ethanol plant at
Kwinana was expected to produce
160mL of ethanol from 400,000
tonnes of grain.

She said another company had
shown an interest in building two
ethanol plants, one at
Rockingham and one at Bunbury
with a combined capacity of
360mL, which would require
about 1mt of grain (see story on
page 17).

“There is potential for up to
1mt-1.5mt of ASW and feed
wheat to be consumed domesti-
cally for ethanol production,” she
said.

Ms Wilkins said WA petrol
consumption was 1.9 billion litres
and a 10pc ethanol blend would
require 510,000t of low protein
wheat. 

She said vehicles in Australia
were not built to use more than
10pc ethanol.

“If we were to mandate (use of
ethanol) we would only need half
a million tonnes of wheat which is
less than 5pc of our wheat so we
could easily supply the market in
WA without any problems at all,”
she said.

“Queensland and NSW say
they are going to mandate but they
will struggle to get constant sup-
ply, so that’s an opportunity for

WA in the future.”
Ms Wilkins said the department

had researched some varieties for
industrial use that could come
onto the market in a short time.

She said ethanol production
required low protein and low
starch wheat.

WA’s five-year wheat produc-
tion average could produce 2.6
billion litres of ethanol.

Meanwhile, she said WA’s five-
year canola production average
would convert to 160mL litres of
biodiesel, which was only 5pc of
WA’s annual diesel consumption
of 3.2bL.

Ms Wilkins said the mining
industry accounted for half of
WA’s diesel consumption.

“We have got an oversupply in
wheat in the petrol market and the
reverse is the case for biodiesel,”
she said. 

Ms Wilkins said last year
Federal Government had intro-
duced a fuel excise tax that had
affected the biodiesel market for
off-road use.

In 2016 the effective excise tax
on ethanol would be 12.5 cents a
litre for ethanol and 19.1c/L for
biodiesel. 

“Hopefully the Government
will have that tax amended,” she
said.

❐ Single Vision GMO supply chain task force chairman Rob
Sewell (left) and Des Seymour, Miling, at the Oilseeds WA canola
production workshop.

Fungicide coating on your fertilizer gives 
you serious crop protection.

Controls Stripe Rust, Septoria Tritici 
and Take-All in wheat
Controls Blackleg in canola
Controls Powdery Mildew and Scald in barley

Safer and more convenient than on-farm coating
Uniform coverage of fertilizer granules
Early protection, yet longer lasting than seed dressing
Higher yields

For peace of mind, protect your crop with 
Summit Fertilizers fungicide coating service.

Contact your local Summit Fertilizers Area Manager now! FREECALL 1800 198 224

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
with Summit Fertilizers fungicide coating service


