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2025/26 2026/27
Final May estimates
Harvested area Production Harvest area
(hectares) (tonnes) (hectares)

NSW 971,000 1,549,000 857,000

VIC 572,000 1,392,000 565,000

SA 242,000 504,000 281,000

WA 1,711,000 4,370,000 2,280,000

Total 3,496,000 7,815,000 3,983,000

Sources: GIWA; Lachstock Consulting Pty Ltd; AOF
*Production estimates will be provided in the July Crop Report

March delivered significant rainfall across many regions, building soil moisture reserves, enabling pre-sowing
weed control and supporting one of the earliest starts to sowing on record, with record rainfall recorded in parts
of north-west Victoria, South Australia and south-west NSW. Conditions then turned much drier in April across
NSW and Victoria. Looking ahead, long term forecasts for the May to July period are predicting a 20—-35% chance
of exceeding median rainfall across much of eastern Australia and Western Australia’s south-west. Probabilities
improve slightly, 45-50% in other national grain growing regions.

March and April remained warmer than average across most eastern canola-growing regions, accelerating weed
growth, increasing soil evaporation and rapidly drying seedbeds. Western Australia was generally closer to
average, or below average in the far south-west. In the eastern states temperatures in early May were mostly
above average, relieved briefly by a rapidly moving cold front. Daytime temperatures are expected to remain
above average across much of Australia. Forecasts are predicting a 60% to greater than 80% chance of warmer-
than-average days and nights across most regions in the May to July period.

In addition to seasonal conditions, challenges include the effects of the Middle East conflict on the supplies and
increasing costs of fertiliser, fuel and other inputs, with pressures from pests at crop establishment heightened
by high mice numbers.

NSW - The current crop area is estimated at 857,000 hectares, down 12% on last season and 3.6% on
the 5 year average.

Victoria - The crop area is estimated at 565,000 hectares, down 1.2% on last season and 0.4% below
the five-year average, but still 4.2% above the 10-year average.

South Australia — The crop area is estimated at 281,000 hectares, up 16% on last season, 1.4% above the
five-year average, and 3.0% above the 10-year average.

Western Australia — The crop area is estimated at 2,280,000 hectares. This represents a 33% increase on last
season and 7.7% above the five-year average.
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