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Canola 2025/26 October 2025
2024/25 2025/26
Final October estimates
Harvested Area Production Harvest Area Production
(hectares) (tonnes) (hectares) (tonnes)
NSW 883,000 1,697,000 948,000 1,422,000
VIC 583,000 1,157,000 572,000 1,086,000
SA 235,000 323,000 214,000 321,000
WA 1,650,000 2,870,000 1,711,000 3,820,000
Total 3,351,000 6,047,000 3,445,000 6,649,000

Source: GIWA;, Lachstock Consulting Pty Ltd; industry estimates

Since the August AOF Crop Report, improved weather conditions across some canola growing
regions have resulted in a higher (revised) predicted production for the 2025/26 season. National
production is estimated to be 6,649,000 t, up from 5,968,000 t in August, representing a 9% increase
on 2024/25 production totals.

NSW - Harvest is underway in Northern and Central NSW. Crops in Northern NSW are yielding well
above average (2.5* t/ha). This is in response to early sown crops in a growing season with above
average rainfall, high soil moisture profiles, mild growing conditions and low pest and disease
pressure. Central NSW has reported variable soil moisture profiles, but timely rainfall has crops on
track for average to above average yields of 2+ t/ha. The news is not as positive for Southern NSW.
The late seasonal break followed by variable, often low rainfall has resulted in a contracted growing
season. Yield estimates vary widely between around 1 t/ha in the more western areas to 2.4+ t/hain
the higher slope areas. NSW production is estimated to be 1,422,000 t (compared to 1,697,000 t last
year).

Victoria’s growing season was characterised by much of the state’s canola crop being sown dry into
low stored soil moisture conditions. The main break in June was followed by cold and frosty
conditions which slowed crop emergence and early growth, placing most crops at least 5 weeks
behind usual growth stages. Above average July rainfall was followed by declining rainfall totals in
August with September recording well below average rainfall totals. Opportunities to build a soil
moisture profile were limited all season, and the timing of successive rainfall events was critical for
crops. October rainfall and the absence of significant heat stress have boosted crop prospects. Below
average yields and a reduced crop area have placed state production estimates at 1,08677,000 t
(compared to 1,157,000 t last year).

South Australia — Leading into the 2025/26 winter crop season, there had been no significant rain
since harvest 2024 for most growing areas, and accordingly low to no subsoil moisture. Crops
germinated in late May after the late seasonal break, but patchy crops were a feature in many areas
after the irregular rainfall totals and subsequent variable seedbed moisture. Widespread Decile 8-10
in July across most crop regions boosted the outlook, but the predominately drying trend into spring
limited production potential. Yield outlooks for South Australia crops vary widely, with those on the
lower Eyre Peninsula and Yorke Peninsula, and the SE generally on track for at least average yields.
Expected yields will be down at least 25% on average in the northern and central Eyre Peninsula. The
highest yield potential is predicted to come from the SE, where above average rainfall was recorded
3 months in a row. Production is estimated to be 321,000 t (compared to 323,000 t last year).
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Western Australia — Harvest has now commenced in the Esperance port zone, and is expected to
begin in the Kwinana & Geraldton port zones from late October/early November (1-2 weeks later
than usual). After a patchy start to the season in many areas and limited follow up rainfall, rain
during the first week of July halted the widespread crop decline. August was a major turning point
across all growing regions recording above average to very much above average rainfall for the
month. Average rainfall and higher, combined with cooler than usual temperatures in September
have enabled all crops to mature in close to optimum growing conditions. Production is estimated to
be 3,820,000 t (compared to last year of 2,870,000 t).
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